ED boarding creates patient safety issues, increases risk of mortality.
When patients stay in the emergency department waiting for an inpatient bed, it creates patient safety issues and increases the risk of mortality. Analyze what happens during the entire hospital stay to find out where there are roadblocks to timely patient throughput. Come up with ways to ensure that patients are moved to the next level of care as soon as it is appropriate. Begin discharge planning on day 1 and engage the patient and family early on, informing them of the anticipated discharge date.